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The Steering Committee of the National Nutrient Databank Conference (NNDC) learned with great sadness that 
Joanne M. Holden, a long-time participant in the conference through presentations of her research, service on 
various committees and serving as host of several meetings held in the Washington DC area, passed away in early 
October 2014. One of her first presentations at the conference was at the 10th conference in 1985 where she reported 
on Critical Evaluation of Nutrient Data: A Prerequisite for Generating New Data, held in San Francisco, CA.
Her distinguished career spanned over 35 years.  Joanne and her colleagues from the Food Composition and 
Methods Development Laboratory (formerly the Food Composition Laboratory) and the Nutrient Data Laboratory, 
Agricultural Research Service (ARS), US Department of Agriculture (USDA), published 100 papers on food 
composition data production, collection, management and documentation. She retired from ARS–USDA on 30 June, 
2012. 
Joanne Holden received her Bachelor of Science degree in Foods and Nutrition from the University of Delaware, 
Newark, Delaware. She worked for the University of Maryland Cooperative Extension Service in Frederick County 
before enrolling in graduate school at the same university. In 1969 she joined the Beltsville Human Nutrition 
Research Center (BHNRC), USDA, as a Support Scientist in the Carbohydrate Nutrition Laboratory, where she 
conducted research on the effects of carbohydrate intake and metabolism while completing the Master of Science 
degree in Human Nutrition Research. Joanne actively participated in some of the first BHNRC human feeding 
studies and the analysis of human biological samples. She then worked as a Research Nutritionist in the Food 
Composition Laboratory at BHNRC for 20 years. She worked with Dr Wayne Wolf and others to sample and 
analyze various types of foods for nutrient content, the results of which were included in the USDA National 
Nutrient Database for Standard Reference and other Special Interest Databases, then housed at the Human Nutrition 
Information Service, USDA. Joanne developed food sampling plans for use in various Food Composition 
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Laboratory research projects as well as expert systems for evaluating the quality of analytical data for both inorganic 
and organic components in foods. This led to her interest in the assessment of data quality for newly recognized 
bioactive compounds such as flavonoids in foods. Joining the Nutrient Data Laboratory (NDL) as Research Leader 
in 1995, she provided leadership and coordination in the acquisition, evaluation, compilation and dissemination of 
food composition data and related research efforts. This included the National Nutrient Database for Standard 
Reference, the current authoritative source of US food composition data. Her research interests in food sampling, 
bioactive compounds and the evaluation of data quality led to the development and coordination of the National 
Food and Nutrient Analysis Program, which has supported the generation of current, accurate original analytical 
data for the approximately 2000 foods targeted as the most significant nutrient contributors in the US diet. Ongoing 
collaborations with National Institutes of Health (NIH), Food and Drug Administration and the Center for Disease 
Control, which support analytical work at the NDL, were developed under her watch.  In 2004, and in partnership 
with the NIH Office of Dietary Supplements, Joanne initiated food composition research on dietary supplements 
sold in the US. She led a research team at NDL that produced two releases of the Dietary Supplement Ingredient 
Database, reporting national estimates (based on chemical analysis) of ingredients in nationally representative 
multivitamin/mineral dietary supplements.
Joanne authored many publications and presented frequently on USDA food composition research. Between 1994 
and 2005 Joanne served as the co-Director of the International Postgraduate Course for the Production, 
Management, and Use of Food Composition Data, which is coordinated and supported by the INFOODS which is 
housed at the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in Rome, Italy; the Wageningen Agricultural 
University in Wageningen, The Netherlands; and the European Food Information Research Program in Norwich, 
UK. This international course has trained more than 400 scientists from 85 countries since 1992. She also taught in 
Europe, Asia, Latin America and Africa to groups of analytical chemists, data compilers, and users of food 
composition data on the topics of food sampling, data quality evaluation, and the development of food composition 
databases.
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